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HEART

Camera on 
(if you can and bandwidth allows)

Microphone on mute 
(unless talking to help reduce background noise)

Please add your name and 
setting to the chat box as you 
join the session
Use the chat box to ask and answer 
questions or add comments through the 
session

Hands up
Use the hands up function to indicate you would 
like to talk at any time

Scan the QR code or 
click here to sign

https://forms.office.com/e/xY5w870209
https://forms.office.com/e/xY5w870209
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Turning climate ambition into climate action in education

Emma Baines, West Midlands Regional Hub Manager

Elizabeth Mathen, West Midlands Project Coordinator

Introduction to the Climate 
Ambassadors Scheme



Range of EY providers



What we will cover
1. An introduction to the Climate Ambassadors Scheme

2. Why should EY providers take climate action?

3. Case studies

4. Resources available to support you

Call to action: sign up for one of the upcoming action planning workshops in July



To provide education settings within England 

access to free specialised support from 

volunteer Climate Ambassadors, who will 

help them develop and deliver impactful 

Climate Action Plans.

Our objective

Decarbonisation
Adaptation and 

resilience

Climate education 
and green careers Biodiversity

Find out more: DfE Sustainability and Climate Change Strategy

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sustainability-and-climate-change-strategy/sustainability-and-climate-change-a-strategy-for-the-education-and-childrens-services-systems


Funded by

Our delivery model

Regional hubs

Supported by a 
national 

infrastructure

Operating in a well-
coordinated 
ecosystem



• Education is the public sector’s largest emitter of carbon from buildings, accounting for 

37% of public sector emissions (National Audit Officer 2023).

• 95% of teachers find teaching about sustainability and climate change extremely important 

(UNESCO 2021) yet 70% don’t feel ready to do so (Teach the Future 2021).

• 70% of young people feel poorly prepared to face the challenges of climate change 

(UNESCO 2022).

• When environmental issues are taught in age-appropriate ways, young children feel 

empowered to help - hence making early climate education vital (Gambino et al., 2009).

• Climate education helps young children enjoy and explore nature, build confidence, and 

connect with others – boosting nature connectedness and a sense of community!

Why should Early Years providers take 
climate action?



Benefits for EY education settings

• Tailored and direct expert support

• Climate Ambassadors are trained, DBS checked 

and can help you navigate support available

• Early childhood is a crucial phase for laying the 

foundation of environmental values

• Supports the setting’s strategic goals and aligns 

with core values

• Grow connections and networks in sustainability

Education 
settings



Who are our Climate 
Ambassadors?



We recruit Ambassadors from across private, public, charity and university sectors who want to 

put their sustainability expertise to work.

 What do we ask of Climate Ambassadors?

• Willingness to make a lasting connection with the education setting and wider community.

• Volunteer a minimum of one day a year, spread over three activities.

• Undertake mandatory safeguarding training and Enhanced DBS check

Who are our Climate Ambassadors?



Thomas Guilbert-Newall, Sustainability Officer, Newcastle-under-Lyme Borough Council

Meet Tom

"Tom and his colleagues decided to take action, becoming Climate 
Ambassadors and working with the West Midlands Climate Ambassadors 
Hub to create useful resources for the 50+ education settings. 

Tom has supported Keele Nursery to create and implement a Climate 
Action plan including actions such as:
• Undertaking a biodiversity and energy assessment, 
• Calculating their carbon footprint, 
• Teaching their staff and children about sustainability through activities 

like tree planting and guest visits. 

The Nursery is already making great strides in climate action through 
growing sustainable produce, having a green roof, and getting energy from 
solar and wind all for a better future for all!



Energy consultant 
volunteer helped 2 MATs 

change to renewable 
energy tariffs, conduct a 
carbon audit and reduce 

energy usage.

Jules

West Midlands Ambassadors

Digital Learning Designer 
supported his local primary 
school to develop a Climate 

Action Plan, explain its 
importance to governors, and 

identify staff to take each 
action forward.

Paul

Fashion business owner 
delivered workshops to 

embed sustainability into 
the curriculum, teaching 

children about the 
important of reusing and 

recycling.

Maya



Resources available to support 
you on your journey



Climate action plan templates



Our menu of actions is there to help you choose which 

actions to include under each of the four pillars:

1. Decarbonisation

2. Adaptation and Resilience

3. Biodiversity

4. Climate Education & Green Careers

Menu of actions



• Create a sustainability working group

• Encourage your parent voice

• Understand sustainability funding opportunities

• Promote the benefits of using outdoor learning spaces to your stakeholders

• Introduce outdoor activities as part of learning

• Complete an energy review

• Identify some quick wins to decarbonise your setting

• Complete a water audit

• Understand how your estate is susceptible to climate change

• Complete a biodiversity assessment

10 Actions for Early Years

https://www.sustainabilitysupportforeducation.org.uk/indicator/create-a-sustainability-working-group?returnTo=profile%2Flist%2Fph0v0vuUmAK7we5ywhbR
https://www.sustainabilitysupportforeducation.org.uk/indicator/encourage-parent-voice?returnTo=profile%2Flist%2Fph0v0vuUmAK7we5ywhbR
https://www.sustainabilitysupportforeducation.org.uk/indicator/understand-funding-opportunities?returnTo=profile%2Flist%2Fph0v0vuUmAK7we5ywhbR
https://www.sustainabilitysupportforeducation.org.uk/indicator/promote-outdoor-learning?returnTo=profile%2Flist%2Fph0v0vuUmAK7we5ywhbR
https://www.sustainabilitysupportforeducation.org.uk/indicator/introduce-outdoor-activities?returnTo_from=0&returnTo=profile%2Flist%2Fph0v0vuUmAK7we5ywhbR
https://www.sustainabilitysupportforeducation.org.uk/indicator/complete-energy-review?returnTo_from=5&returnTo=profile%2Flist%2Fph0v0vuUmAK7we5ywhbR
https://www.sustainabilitysupportforeducation.org.uk/indicator/quick-wins-decarbonise?returnTo_from=5&returnTo=profile%2Flist%2Fph0v0vuUmAK7we5ywhbR
https://www.sustainabilitysupportforeducation.org.uk/indicator/water-audit?returnTo_from=5&returnTo=profile%2Flist%2Fph0v0vuUmAK7we5ywhbR
https://www.sustainabilitysupportforeducation.org.uk/indicator/estate-susceptible-climate-change?returnTo_from=5&returnTo=profile%2Flist%2Fph0v0vuUmAK7we5ywhbR
https://www.sustainabilitysupportforeducation.org.uk/indicator/biodiversity-assessment?returnTo_from=5&returnTo=profile%2Flist%2Fph0v0vuUmAK7we5ywhbR


Prioritising Action



Any Questions?



In your groups, come up with a list of key stakeholders you could engage with for your pillar of climate action.

 Group 1: decarbonisation

 Group 2: adaptation and resilience

 Group 3: biodiversity

 Group 4: climate education and green careers

Decide who will report back your group’s ideas.

Activity: Key stakeholders

https://padlet.com/ebaines1_1/decarbonisation-qwed7f3e6g0ppppp
https://padlet.com/emathen/group-2-adaptation-and-resilience-kq4ase9q51alqc0l
https://padlet.com/emathen/group-3-biodiversity-8oj38l7nn6xbc4yk
https://padlet.com/emathen/group-4-climate-education-and-green-careers-81hy25oz8u6fc1l


• Connect with us via the regional email address.

• Sign up to one of the July action planning workshops Leaders + Managers Network: 

Developing your Climate Action Plan Tickets, Mon 7 Jul 2025 at 15:30 | Eventbrite

• Drop-in once a month!

The call to action…

mailto:climate-ambassadors.wm@keele.ac.uk
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/leaders-managers-network-developing-your-climate-action-plan-tickets-1371485914289?aff=ebdsoporgprofile&_gl=1*bhxzkn*_up*MQ..*_ga*OTc5NDI3MDQuMTc0ODM1MjkyMw..*_ga_TQVES5V6SH*czE3NDgzNTI5MjMkbzEkZzAkdDE3NDgzNTI5MjMkajAkbDAkaDAkZEpKNnNOS0M5RWxvSUhSZXZ1bWdqN3VTa0UwWEFSVzdMX2c.
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/leaders-managers-network-developing-your-climate-action-plan-tickets-1371485914289?aff=ebdsoporgprofile&_gl=1*bhxzkn*_up*MQ..*_ga*OTc5NDI3MDQuMTc0ODM1MjkyMw..*_ga_TQVES5V6SH*czE3NDgzNTI5MjMkbzEkZzAkdDE3NDgzNTI5MjMkajAkbDAkaDAkZEpKNnNOS0M5RWxvSUhSZXZ1bWdqN3VTa0UwWEFSVzdMX2c.
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_MWYxM2ZjMGYtNWY2MC00NzFlLTkxZGUtNjIyNmVlY2MzNjNh%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%222bbbf3ee-b668-4df9-b063-598945c3d466%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%2244c10aef-0656-4e01-8cca-d78e623cad76%22%7d


Funded by In association with In partnership with

Get in touch: climate-ambassadors.wm@keele.ac.uk 

Visit the website: www.climateambassadors.org.uk

THANK YOU

mailto:climate-ambassadors.wm@keele.ac.uk
http://www.climateambassadors.org.uk/
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www.strongerpracticehubs.org.uk/hubs/
wm/heart-midlands-eysph

Scan the QR code or 
click the link to 
complete the 

feedback survey

We need your feedback

https://www.strongerpracticehubs.org.uk/hubs/wm/heart-midlands-eysph
https://www.strongerpracticehubs.org.uk/hubs/wm/heart-midlands-eysph
https://forms.office.com/e/7PpSUhqMY9
https://forms.office.com/e/7PpSUhqMY9
https://forms.office.com/e/7PpSUhqMY9
https://forms.office.com/e/7PpSUhqMY9
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