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Welcome!

Our newsletter will cover how we can help you and your setting through evidence-informed practices. Click

below to access the areas of interest.

There are new dates for your diary so please ensure you check them out!

Please note, when you scroll to the bottom of this newsletter, the message might be clipped. Please

press 'View entire message' to see the full newsletter.

Recent Events

Dates For Your Diary

Resources

Bespoke Support

Our Recent Events

October's Highlights: A Month of Meaningful Connections and Learning

October has been packed with brilliant networks, events, and webinars! We want to extend a massive thank

you to all our hosts and partners who made this possible.

A special shout-out goes to Goosehill Early Excellence for running three amazing networks this month:

Coastal School, Forest School, and an Under 2s Network—all of which received fantastic feedback.

We're also grateful to the Fusion Learning Hub at Cleaswell Hill for delivering two brilliant Autism Education

Trust (AET) CPD events.

Thank you to the BBC Tiny Happy People Team for their Champion Training, to Sue Asquith for a fabulous

webinar on the new Ofsted framework for childminders and to Julian Grenier for launching our new

research network with such a fantastic turnout!

Finally thanks to Hartbeeps for continuing to provide inspiring childminder networks that emphasise the

importance of developing the areas of communication and language and physical development in our early

years children!

Dates for your Diary

Please see below for a range of fully funded CPD available to book. Unless stated otherwise, these sessions

are open to all childminders and educators working in Early Years settings across the North East.

See all our events

Wednesday 5th November 3.30pm-5pm

Webinar - Unlock Early Writing Success: A
Practical Approach with WISE Academies

Learn more

Wednesday 12th November

Pre-recorded webinar for Childminders -
Understanding and Supporting Children's

Behaviour (please sign up to receive this on the
above date)

Learn more

Thursday 13th November 4pm-5.30pm

Wingate Community Nursery School
Network - Meaningful Mathematics: Laying
the Foundations for Mathematical Success

in Meaningful Contexts

Learn more

Thursday 20th November 9.30-11.30am

Childminder Network at Brocksbushes Play
Barn

Learn more

Tuesday 25th November 8am-8.40am

Online Early Years SEND Breakfast Briefing
Network

Learn more

Tuesday 2nd December 1.00pm-4.00pm

AET CPD: Anxiety-Based Demand
Avoidance at Croftway Academy, Blyth

Learn more

Tuesday 11th November 8am-8.40am

Online Early Years Leaders Breakfast
Briefing Network

Learn more

Thursday 13th November 3.45-5.45pm

Anxiety-Based Demand Avoidance CPD at
Cleaswell Hill School, Choppington

Learn more

Wednesday 19th November 3.45-4.45pm

Online - New Early Years Leaders Network:
Empowering the Next Generation of Leaders

Learn more

Thursday 20th November 6.30-7.30pm

Castle Kindergarten (Sacriston) Network -
Capturing the Awe and Wonder of Autumn

Learn more

Wednesday 26th November 4pm start

Open Settings Network at Shotley Bridge
Infant School

Learn more

Thursday 4th December 9.30am-11.30am

Childminder Network at Brocksbushes Play
Barn

Learn more

Childminder Network Sessions

ortbeep Y’

These sessions are FREE for childminders and for children 0-5 years. They will give you the opportunity to

network and build relationships with like minded individuals, whilst supporting the children to engage in fun &

interactive singing and storytelling sessions with a highly trained and skilled Hartbeeps Imaginator.


https://www.strongerpracticehubs.org.uk/hubs/ne/great-n-eysph/events/unlock-early-writing-success-practical-approach-wise-academies
https://www.strongerpracticehubs.org.uk/hubs/ne/great-n-eysph/events/pre-recorded-webinar-childminders-understanding-and-supporting
https://www.strongerpracticehubs.org.uk/hubs/ne/great-n-eysph/events/wingate-community-nursery-school-network-meaningful-mathematics-laying
https://www.strongerpracticehubs.org.uk/hubs/ne/great-n-eysph/events/childminder-network-brocksbushes-play-barn-4
https://www.strongerpracticehubs.org.uk/hubs/ne/great-n-eysph/events/online-ey-send-breakfast-briefing-network-6
https://www.strongerpracticehubs.org.uk/hubs/ne/great-n-eysph/events/autism-education-trust-aet-cpd-anxiety-based-demand-avoidance
https://www.strongerpracticehubs.org.uk/hubs/ne/great-n-eysph/events/online-ey-leadership-breakfast-briefing-network-7
https://www.strongerpracticehubs.org.uk/hubs/ne/great-n-eysph/events/anxiety-based-demand-avoidance-similar-pathological-demand-avoidance
https://www.strongerpracticehubs.org.uk/hubs/ne/great-n-eysph/events/online-new-ey-leaders-network-empowering-next-generation
https://www.strongerpracticehubs.org.uk/hubs/ne/great-n-eysph/events/castle-kindergarten-sacriston-network-capturing-awe-and-wonder-autumn
https://www.strongerpracticehubs.org.uk/hubs/ne/great-n-eysph/events/open-settings-network-shotley-bridge-infant-school
https://forms.zohopublic.eu/greatnorthsph/form/041225ChildminderNetworkBrocksbushes/formperma/hcg2nHDQEqy9cAAZqVi72EZ4WZyFDfP5dGelI9RwveQ
https://www.strongerpracticehubs.org.uk/hubs/ne/great-n-eysph/events

We have organised a monthly childminder network in the following venues:
Rising Sun Country Park, Benton (9.30am-10.30am)

Thursday 6th November

Click here to book.

Fawdon Family Hub, Newcastle (9.30am-10.30am)
November Date TBC
Click here to book.

Blyth South Beach HQ (10.40am-11.40am)
Tuesday 4th November
Click here to book.

Lanchester Community Centre (10.30am-11.30am)
Friday 14th November

Click here to book.

Spennymoor Community Centre (1.30pm-2.30pm)
Wednesday 12th November
Click here to book.

Sherburn Community Centre (1.00pm-2.00pm)
Wednesday 12th November
Click here to book.

nasen Golden Key CPD - Coming soon!

NAasen

Helping Everyone Achieve 8@ @

This training program upskills EY practitioners to identify and provide for the needs of all children in their
care. It involves identifying individual needs, fostering trust with children and their parents/carers, and daily
interaction with children to gain a holistic understanding of their preferences, interests, and development
needs.

Programme layout:

e 4 x 2 hour live webinars (15th January, 22nd January, 29t January, 5th February 3.30-5.30pm)
¢ All learners will recieve a certificate of attendance.

Programme content:

o The legislation for SEND in the Early Years

e The Graduated Approach and Pyramid of Provision
o Parent Partnership and sensitive conversations

+ Working with the SENCO and with outside agencies
e The Early Identification of SEND

¢ Observation methods and assessment tools

o Transition for children with SEND

e Literacy and Numeracy in the Early Years

Express your interest today by completing our form. Please only express an interest if you can
attend ALL of the live online sessions.

Express your Interest

Resources

Blogs

Visit the Stronger Practice Hub website and check
out the resource page, which hosts a range of
informative blogs. These resources offer a wealth
of information, covering a broad spectrum of early
years topics—from practical advice on navigating
nappies to enriching content on nutrition,
mathematical stories, and the transformative

power of reading aloud.

Check them out!

Recorded Webinars

Enhance your practice with our online resources!
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DfE News

New! Free DfE Workshop:A Special Approach to Making it REAL to support families and practitioners

This workshop will provide practitioners with an overview of how to support the home learning environment
for families with children with SEND.

Date: Wednesday 12th November
Time: 10am-12pm
Location: Online

Other News
Maths Champions

NDN-

MNational Day Nurseries Association

Improve children’s
outcomes by three months
through becoming a Maths
Champion in your setting.

Express your
interest here:

www.bit.ly/GREATeoi

The Great North Early Years g e 2, Maths

e Champions

Stronger Practice Hub

The National Day Nurseries Association (NDNA) are delighted to have secured funds to deliver the Maths
Champions programme through the Education Endowment Foundation (EEF) and the Department for
Education (DfE). The 12 month online programme has been evaluated by the EEF with York and Durham


https://www.strongerpracticehubs.org.uk/hubs/ne/great-n-eysph/resources?page=1
https://www.strongerpracticehubs.org.uk/hubs/ne/great-n-eysph/events
https://bookwhen.com/childmindersessions#focus=ev-se9v-20250904093000
https://bookwhen.com/childmindersessions#focus=ev-se9v-20250904093000
https://bookwhen.com/childmindersessions#focus=ev-se9v-20250904093000
https://activities.bookpebble.co.uk/activity/hartbeeps-durham-and-gateshead-childminder-sessions-lanchester-durham-0c4df897-d422-4dd1-ae42-d2d3353a75b4
https://hartbeeps-area.classforkids.io/?className=FULLY%20FUNDED%20CHILD%20MINDER%20SESSION&venueName=Spennymoor%20Community%20Centre
https://hartbeeps-area.classforkids.io/?className=FULLY%20FUNDED%20CHILD%20MINDER%20SESSION&venueName=Sherburn%20Village%20Community%20Centre
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScNYq0pno-PbsfXrjDABXKc8py8O6XZsYpzChH0WMkp_nCoeQ/viewform?usp=dialog
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/a-special-approach-to-making-it-real-to-support-families-and-practitioners-tickets-1494431357419

University and has been proven to boost children's Maths and Language attainment by an average of 3

additional months. As part of this DfE-funded scaled delivery, the programme will be available at no

cost to participating settings.

The programme aims to improve maths attainment of children in an early years setting by training a Maths

Champion and Deputy Maths Champion (MC and DMC) in key mathematical concepts and increasing staff

confidence. After completing a live induction and online training modules the MC will lead on completing a

staff confidence and nursery environment audit and action plan to improve the mathematical learning

environment and confidence of all staff. They will also lead on implementing 10 or more core activities with

children that build on the key areas of maths learning. MCs will then be able to revisit their audits and review

the outcomes of the core activities. Throughout the 12 months the MC and DMC will have access to ongoing

one-to-one support from an Early Years Expert as well as regular webinars on arising topics.

To take part in the programme you must:

* Be a private, voluntary, or independent (PVI) nursery, maintained nursery school or children’s centre, or

state funded school-based nursery with children accessing 3- and 4-year-old places attending for at

least 15 hours per week

» Be able to nominate a level 3 practitioner to be the Maths Champion, who will run the programme in

your setting and nominate another level 3 practitioner to be the Deputy Maths Champion, who will

support the Maths Champion.

* Not currently be using the NDNA Maths Champions programme or have taken part in the programme

in the last two years.

* Be committed to completing the mandatory steps of the programme over the 12- month period to the

best of your ability.

e Have onsite access to a computer with internet connection.

e Be based in England.

+ Be ready to begin on programme between February and June 2026.

For more information on the programme please, please read the attached documents.

FAQs

Maths Champions Leaflet

You can express your interest today by completing our expression of interest form!

Express your Interest

Congratulations to Childsplay Nursery in Newcastle

We are delighted to extend our warmest congratulations to Childsplay Nursery in Newcastle for winning

the prestigious Nursery World 'Nursery of the Year' award.

Furthermore, we are pleased to announce that a series of forthcoming network events will be held at this

celebrated location.
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hildsplay was opened 25 a non-prodt

co-perative in 1982 by a group of

parents whio wanted w provide
children with the best early education at an
affordable price. Moge than 40 years later and
the setting s original ethios remains. Being a
co-nperative h|||:!!~. F1 -.|'-|'r:al Teel b the
sedting, with children and practitioners ofien
talking abouwt their ‘Childsplay family

The nuarsery is inspired by the Reggio

Emilia approach and the forest schools of
Scandinavia Prac |Iri||I'||'I'\1.I!:"!:i'|':':I thie
opporiunity to visit Reggio Emilia in laly and
tzke part in a week-long training conlerence.
This helps to develop vital knowledge and
allovws fior betier understanding in the
i|1'.|h-r|1.|:-.<-.|||;| -i!!:nl'.. ance of the ethios, The
mursery is alsoa research-based provider and
warks alongside local universities.

Staff believe every child should be
provided with the most amazing early years
CIPeTICnOes |1u-.-.i|'-|r They sirive to o ide

these throogh a wide range of activities,
including cutdoor kearning, Forest Schoal,
albstmient tr ips, an intergener afional progsect,
yoga and poetry classes.

Chibdren are consulted on all maners aof
mursery life to provide them with antonomy.
During a recent garden redevelopment

huge’ miud kitchen. These requests have
resulted in a new garden. Opportunities for
risk-taking, exploring and the development
of both fine and gross motor skills are
provided in the outdoor area. There s also a
mini atelicr” outdoors to encourage creative
skills, an owtdoor dassroam, hird hide,
allotment area, and the nursery will soon be
gaining a climbing trée 1o encourage
children o develop their confidence in
climbing, balancing and risk-assessing

Al umins have a unigue quality 1o

children requested sand and water play, thesir room, which ST is childrens
sofmewhere 1o grow pumplins, somewhene development. For example, the baby unit
L sil s they could watch the birds and a hias a sensory room, wddlers have a physical
r .
HIGHLY COMMENDED stream and navigating woodland terrain
Little Explorers, Derby to playing ak the ‘mature camp’. There
Cheldren at Little Expdorers spend are daily larm vels winen children can
the majonity of their time cutdoors ser animals, collect fresh eggs and pick
engaging in ricn, Nands-on exXpenemnces nerbs and vegetables to use In Cooking.
that build resilence, indepandence and The nursery' s approach supports a
a profound respect for the natural hiolestic understanding of the waorld and
wiorld. The nurserny = bazed on a losters rmundiulmess, afsironmenta
450 -acre site that mcludes & working awareness and deep-rooted kEarming
farm, enaoding childnen to De immersed Practitioners understand their role
in expenences that change with the krionwing wihen Lo teach, support
seasons — from explorations in the facilitate ar simply obsense
L. -

Launchpad for Literacy

climbing area, two- to three-vear-olds have
periect for quiel lime
the three- to four-year-olds have honeyoomb
structures o encourage intersctions amd
quiet time, There is a working kitchen in the
pre-schiool unit which children have free
sccess Lo abong with tseir atelier.

an allic spade and

Pre-schood children wisit a local care
village omce a week to engage with theis
older friends, And as a I.-\.'\--I"I":'IJ.“'I':'. all stafl
and parents have an equal say in how the
sefting is run. This all leads 1o a close-knit
mursery family

FINALISTS

& Little Wild Tribe, Essex

= Ready Generations, The Nursery in
Belong — Chester

CRITERION

Open o regstered settings offenmg full
daycare for children from barth to five
\private, voduntary or rmamtairned
seciorl, wimch haswe an Dutstar-dng or
Good grade {or equivalent). Should
dsplay excell=nce in every aspect of
Care, liearning and oeyeopment for all
children; provese mspiratonal
ervironments: have an exemplary
approach to staff development; and
loster warm, supporive redaticnships
with parents and Carers

The first newsletter with linked CPD is now available and can be viewed here -

Gap Identification in The Early Years and Beyond

If you are interested in a free Launchpad for Literacy toolkit, funded by North East Combined Authority

(NECA), please get in touch with Kirstie Page directly via email: kirstie.page@launchpadforliteracy.co.uk

Bespoke Support

Empower your setting or school with our flexible and responsive bespoke support services! We understand

that every setting has unigue challenges and aspirations, which is why we offer tailored guidance precisely

aligned with your individual needs. Whether you're preparing for a SEND Review, seeking to develop a

robust Early Intervention Strategy, or aiming to enhance your Early Years provision through a comprehensive

audit, our experienced team is dedicated to helping you achieve your specific goals.

Our bespoke support can be booked to address a range of specific requirements, including:

1. Bespoke support for individual schools as per request: Tailored solutions designed to address

your unique challenges and priorities, drawing on the latest research evidence.

2. Supported NASEN SEND review with an Early Years peer: Collaborative review from an Early Years

Practitioner who has completed the NASEN SEND Reviewer training. Supportive action planning

drawing on EEF Early Years and SEND documentation.

3. Early Intervention Strategy development: Assistance in creating and implementing effective

strategies to identify and support children with emerging needs. Map out the resources and training

available in your locality to support children with SEND. This session draws on the advice from EEF

SEND documentation.

Availability for our bespoke support is limited, and we are committed to prioritising settings and schools

located in areas of disadvantage or those providing crucial support to vulnerable children. Don't miss this

valuable opportunity to invest in your children's futures and cultivate a thriving learning environment. Contact

us today to discuss your specific needs and secure your bespoke support package. Let us partner with you

to make a meaningful and lasting impact.

Request bespoke support

TOWN END
RESEARCH SCHOOL
At WISE Academies

We are proud to work alongside Town End Research School to

raise the profile of using evidence-informed practice and research

to strengthen Early Years settings and improve outcomes for

children.

Learn more about Town End Research School



https://drayf-zcmp.maillist-manage.eu/opnAtt.zc?cfr=122cc8027978da3d&od=3ze34f4be573c28d2162549d164421b69d
https://drayf-zcmp.maillist-manage.eu/opnAtt.zc?cfr=122cc8027973c53a&od=3ze34f4be573c28d2162549d164421b69d
https://drayf-zcmp.maillist-manage.eu/opnAtt.zc?cfr=122cc8027973c5c4&od=3ze34f4be573c28d2162549d164421b69d
https://forms.zohopublic.eu/ndna/form/EEFAcceleratorFundMathsChampionsExpressionofIntere/formperma/YHVvIyA8TphdF9rK38foULmCXcu9OUfXeAGwy6ZO6j0?zf_pf_id=356554
https://newsletter.launchpadforliteracy.co.uk/newsletter-01
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfDfrdM-1aRnw75eT_MVNxwRWpzRSCJXBXooBkkoY4vBTCPSQ/viewform
https://researchschool.org.uk/town-end

Has this email been forwarded to you?

Sign up to our newsletter to get them automatically!

Follow us for more updates on social medial!
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You are receiving this email as you signed up for our newsletters.

Want to change how you receive these emails?

You can Unsubscribe or Update your preferences


https://www.facebook.com/greatnorthsph
https://www.facebook.com/greatnorthsph
https://twitter.com/greatnorthsph
https://twitter.com/greatnorthsph
https://www.linkedin.com/company/great-north-early-years-stronger-practice-hub/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/great-north-early-years-stronger-practice-hub/
https://www.instagram.com/greatnorthsph/
https://www.instagram.com/greatnorthsph/
mailto:greatnorthsph@wiseacademies.co.uk
mailto:greatnorthsph@wiseacademies.co.uk
https://zcmp.eu/MhIR

