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A conversation with Hamza

Angela Maayuf is a Higher Level Teaching Assistant SEND
at Sheringham Nursery School and Children’s Centre and
works across children from the ages of 2-4 years. She has
completed the Early Years SENCO course this summer and
has been working at Sheringham for 6 years.

We use the ShREC approach to develop language and communication.
It runs through our day-to-day practice.
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Share attention Respond Expand Conversation
Be at the child's level. Pay Follow the child's lead. Repeat what the child says Have extended back and forth
attention to what they are Respond to their non-verbal and build on it by adding more interactions. Give children time
focused on. and verbal communications words to tum it info a 1o listen, process and reply.

You could make a brief sentence.
comment on what they
can see, hear or feel.

Hamza communicates using gestures and sounds. He loves to play with small balls.
| wanted to see if it was a good time to try to engage with Hamza in his play and learning.

| started by going over to him, sitting quietly at his level and watching. My intention here
was to show Hamza that | was interested in him and what he was doing. This is the Sh of
ShREC (sharing attention): the first of the 4 evidence-based strategies.

| was careful to let Hamza take the lead and see if he showed any signs of inviting me into
his play, so | was attuned to his facial expressions, any sounds he might make and his body
language.

| waited.


https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/news/eef-blog-the-shrec-approach-4-evidence-informed-strategies-to-promote-high-quality-interactions-with-young-children




Further information:

These two videos show the importance of high-quality interactions:

High quality interactions in the early years: the ShREC approach EEF
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HJSfZRtUMXk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QHXipia3u-0

